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2009 Merrick Momentum Award
The Merrick Momentum Award honors entrepreneurs on the long 
road between successful start-up and well established enterprise.  
The award recognizes the entrepreneurial stars from all industry 
segments that have demonstrated momentum since their inception 
and are poised for continued growth. 

2009 Merrick Momentum Award Finalists
Eved Services
Neat-Oh! International
smarTECHS.net
Zorch

Honoring Jack Sandner
2009 Entrepreneurial Champion Award 

The Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center is proud to pay 
tribute to a true icon in our city, Jack Sandner, Retired 
Chairman of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) 
and current Chairman of E*Trade Futures.

Throughout his illustrious career, Jack has beena catalyst 
for the creation and development of new businesses and 
a tireless advocate for the entrepreneurial spirit. He has 
also served as a valuable role model and mentor for 
many young and emerging entrepreneurs. For all his 
remarkable efforts in our community, it is our pleasure 
to honor Jack Sandner with the 2009 Entrepreneurial 
Champion Award.

Monday, March 9

Four Seasons Hotel Chicago
120 East Delaware Street 

Reception 5:30 p.m. | Dinner 7:00 p.m. 

For more information: 312-553-2000

Business Attire | Reply Card Enclosed

Dinner Co-Chairs
J.B. Pritzker 
Bryant Keil 

CEC Co-Chairs
Michael Ferro, Jr.
James O’Connor, Jr.
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Mr. Hank Adams
CEO

Sportvision, Inc.

Mr. John Aiello
Co-Founder & CEO
The SAVO Group

Ms. Laura Ferris Anderson
Senior Private Banker

JP Morgan

Mr. Jeffrey Aronin
President & CEO

Ovation Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Dr. Adarsh Arora*
CEO

Athena Security Inc.

Mr. David Baker
VP External Affairs

Illinois Institute of Technology

Mr. Robert Blackwell, Jr.
President

Electronic Knowledge Interchange

Mr. Matt Brown
Partner

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Mr. Ed Cheney*
Executive Vice President

National City Bank

Mr. Lon Chow
Partner

Apex Venture Partners

Mr. Michael Cole
Managing Director

Madison Dearborn Partners, LLC

Ms. Linda Darragh
Director of Entrepreneurship Programs 

University of Chicago Booth School of Business

Mr. Dean DeBiase
CEO

TNS Media

Mr. Jim Dugan
CEO, Co-Founder & Managing Partner

OCA Ventures / O’Connor Partners

Mr. Michael Ferro, Jr.*
Chairman & CEO

Merrick Ventures, LLC

Mr. James Gray
Chairman of the Board

optionsXpress

Mr. Sam Guren
Managing Director
Hyde Park Angels

Mr. Troy Henikoff
Professor of Entrepreneurship

Northwestern University

Mr. Warren Holtsberg
Co-Head of Portfolio Management

MVC Capital, Inc.

Mr. Bryant Keil
Chairman of the Board

Potbelly Sandwich Works

Mr. Anil Kumar
CEO and Co-Founder

Quinnox

Ms. Kristi Lafleur*
Strategic Advisor

University of Chicago Medical Center

Mr. Alain LeCoque
Executive Vice President

Colliers Bennett & Kahnweiler

Mr. John Livingston
Director & Chicago Office Managing Partner

McKinsey & Co.

Mr. Matt McCall
Managing Director

DFJ PORTAGE Venture Partners

Mr. Joseph McInerney
President and CEO
Cardinal Growth

Mr. Andrew McKenna, Jr.*
President

Schwarz Supply Source

Mr. Barry Merkin
Clinical Professor of Entrepreneurship

Kellogg School of Management

Ms. Catherine Nelson
Associate

Foley & Larder, LLP

Mr. James O’Connor, Jr.*
Managing Director
MVC Capital, Inc.

Ms. Maura O’Hara
Executive Director

Illinois Venture Capital Association

Ms. Sarah Pang
Senior VP, Corporate Communications

CNA

Ms. Karen Perlman
Senior VP, Director of Marketing

MB Financial

Mr. J.B. Pritzker*
Managing Partner
The Pritzker Group

Mr. Jonathan Rohde
Senior Vice President

Harris N.A.

Mr. Jerry Roper*
President & CEO

Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce

Mr. Patrick Ryan, Jr.
CEO

Incisent Technologies

Mr. Orlando Saez
Vice President Airport Marketing

Concourse Communications Group, LLC

Mr. Michael Soenen
Former Chairman and CEO

FTD, Inc.

Mr. Juergen Stark
Corporate VP Productivity Devices

Motorola

Mr. John Sydnor*
President

Melvin Securities, LLC

Mr. David Tolmie*
Partner

Edgewater Funds

Mr. Jaime Viteri
Managing Director, 

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network
Illinois Department of Commerce 

and Economic Opportunity

Ms. Jeannie Weaver
Regional Vice President

AT&T

Mr. David Weinstein*
President

Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center

 Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center Board of Directors

*Member of the CEC Executive Committee


